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TOMOTIVE MANUFACTURERS
NT SUPPLIERS TO DELIVER

RTS DESIGNED FOR
GONOMICS. ERGONOMIC
SISTS ON THE LINE ARE
E, BUT ERGONOMIC DESIGN
DRESSES PROBLEMS BEFORE
EY REACH THEPLANT

Tom Andel, editor

The most significant ergonomic innova­
tions in the automotive industry are hap­
pen ing befor e a si ng le scrap of stee l
reaches the asse mbly line. Ergonomics
starts at the design stage - not just the
design of the product but the packaging
process, as well. For example, will a per­
son be responsible for taking a part out
of a package or will a robot remove it?

"I' ve see n cases where the package
design was great for a machine but not
for a person," says Bradley Joseph, cor­
po rate ergonomics manager for Ford
Motor Company. "So peo ple struggle
getting th e part in and out becau se it
was n' t intended fo r th eir reac h or
strength. The part may have been set for
an overhead robot to pull straight up."

That 's why you need an enginee ring

team that addresses safety, health and ergonomics
at the same time it works on quality and productiv­
ity. Placing an ergono mic assist at the line to han-

Ergonomics, or the human factor of vehicle
engineering, is evaluated at Toyota Technical
Center, USA, in Torrance, California.


