








Concept car and interior, courtesy of Lear Corp.

bumpers, safety glass, air bags, and door
guard bea ms, none of which would be
needed in ca rs tha t do n't have accidents.
The social cos ts for property damage
and personal injury will also be greatly
red uced . The car w ill be completely ou t
of th e env iro n me nta l equa tio n- no

emi ssions. It may be electric or it could
have a chemically fueled eng ine, such as
a fuel cell, or an ad vanced internal com­
bu stio n engine still using some form of
petroleum product. Getting lost will be­
come a moot point. For most dri ving , the
car will cha uffeur you without a chauf­
feur , allow ing its passengers to do other
work as they tra vel. However, the joy of
dr iving will still be there wh en the d river
wants to dri ve. And, d river s will be able
to choose spor ts car performance or a
bou levard ride. With all the advance­
ments we' ll think up in the next 100
yea rs, the car in 2096 will s till have four
wheels, doors, wind ows, seats, and prob­
ab ly even a stee ring wh eel that cou ld be
used when the electronic navigat ion sys­
tem is shut off. They'll be exciting. Used
as fash ion statemen ts or basic transp ort a­
tion, cars will s till be great sources of
plea sure."
Donald L. Runk le. GM vice President
and Genemt Ma/lager, Delphi Ellergy &
Engine Mmragelllellt Systems, Flint, MJ

" I think the family car of the future will
be parked in the living room! A car
won't be a car . It will be a chair- a pe r­
sona l unit tha t you can sit in. Based on
wh at I've learned from the military and
magnetic technology, there wo n't be an y
wheels- the cha ir will hov er. And you
won't stee r by using your hands, but
from your brain 's impulses. When you
think it, it will respond. TIle cur rent
propulsion system won' t exis t either. A
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geosynchrono us solar co lle cto r w ill
beam energy to the cha ir. As for con ve­
nience and sa fety, the chair wi ll be in a
shroud- an e lectro magnetic field tha t
shields you from rain and collisions, but
does not compromise visibility. There
won' t be any roads. A gcoposi tioning
uni t wi ll let us go an ywhere we want to."
SlHlfly M unro, President , MlIllro &
Associates (design, manufacturing, and
COIICIt rrent engi/leering COIIS lI lt illg fi rm),
Troy, MI

"When I asked the Design Team here in
Simi Valley this question, I got a lot of
blank looks. Most replies were-'No­
body knows what life will be like in the
yea r 2096'; Othe rs said-'What ca rs?' and
'Beam me up , Scotty: We all felt that ca rs
will no longer exist, probably sitting in
museums or only being d rive n by abso­
lute car nuts -with special perm ission.
Our feeling is tha t mos t people wo uld be
working out of their homes. The technol­
ogy developmen t in the past 100 years
will vani sh when compared to the next.
Tak ing glob al wa rming , pop ulat ion in­
crease, and the dep letion of fossil fuels
into cons id era tion, ther e w ill come a
point where legisla tion will restrict the
use of vehicles as we know them . Peop le
w ill travel very likely in some form of
loaned vehicle or use pub lic tra nsporta­
tion, d riven by some alternative energy,
such as hyd rogen or m icrowaves, or even
a source tha t has not yet been conceived.
The in te lli gen t hi g hw ay is alrea dy

emerging, the navigation and cruise con­
trol as we know it. will be cont ro lled by
Big Brother and not you! All you d o is
put in the destina tion and hope you ar­
rive
Charles Ellwood, Director, Volkswagen of
America Design Center, Simi Valley, CA

" In one hundred years, the need for per­
so nal transport a tion w ill drastica lly
change. Much of the pop ula tion will
work at home and communication and
person al interaction w ill be a technic al
rea lity . Research for vehicles, while done
in consu mer clini cs today, will have al­
read y begun in d irect brain lin ks. Direct
brain link s wi ll send electronic imp ulses
sim ula ting the five sense s, as we ll as
othe r wa ys not cu rrently understood,
creating an altered reali ty . The 'Green
Movement' will be a relig ion not d riven
by 'don' t' or personal gu ilt, but will be a
ha bit with peo ple respect ing nature and
reso urces with preservat ion for futu re
generations the highest priority. Recy­
cling entire cars and reu sing parts will be
commonplace. Efficiency will replace
performance, How littl e energy is used
will be the stand ard by wh ich perfor ­
mance is measured , not 0 to 60 mph
times. Cars wi ll d rive them selves and
have the ability to self-navigate and de­
termine the eas iest and most efficient
wa y to a destination . The car also will be
able to repa ir things on its own, such as
compu ter malfunctions, as we ll as sched­
u le a rep air appoint ment when it is most
conven ient for the owner. Buying a ca r
wi ll be much like bu ying a ho use today.
The exte rior of the car will continue to be
ar tistically pleasing wi th the interior
ve ry pe rsona lized . All software will be
se lec ted b y the buye r and w ill be
up gradable. The interior also wi ll focus
a ro und relaxation for socia l ex peri­
ences-possibl y four sea ts facing each
othe r. The vehicle in terior also will be
able to sense d iscomfort by the driver
and w ill alter to create a more relaxing
en vironment by adjusting the con tou r of
the seat, temperature of the vehicle and
even color for mood altering. As per­
sona l time becomes more of a lu xury,
time will be money. Taki ng the family
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teria ls will be exotic, cost effective, green ,
and perform more than one or two func­
tions . Vehicles will be much easier to
assemble and disassemble. Engineered
foams will replace plastics and metals.
Powe r sources will include solar as well
as anti-matter. Maintenance will be
greatly minimized to the extent refueling
may not be necessary. When selecting a
car, the purchaser will have access to all
information, including strengths and
weaknesses as well as recomm endations
for a vehicle to sui t individual needs or
preferences. The Car of the futur e will
come to you for a test drive-or test
ride ."
Brian Booth, $I'ninr Creative Designer.
General Motors Design Center, Warren
MI

"Because Earth's gasoline resources will
be nearly depleted by 2096, it will no
longer be the automobile's power source.
Instead , drivers in 2096 will use two dif­
ferent power sources-one for city driv­
ing and one for freeway driving. To
dr ive in the city, d rivers will head for the
nearest K Mart to purchase battery-sized
atomic cells to fuel their cars. They will
read about gas tations in their history
books. How ever, atomic cell pow er will
not be necessary on freewa ys becaus e
highways will be automated wit h mag­
netic energy power made possibl e by
room temperature superconductivity.
With this energy, cars will float above the
ground in a computer-programmed pre­
cision line-up. For exampl e, when a
driver wants to switch into" different
lane, he/ she will punch the appropriate
key on his /her in-vehicle computer. This
computer will be linked to the nat ional
highway computer system and will auto­
matically adjust the spacing between cars
to allow the driver to enter the desired
lane without causing an accident. His­
torically, a major breakthrough in phys­
ics occurs every 100 years, so we should
expect that a dr amatic breakthrough in
the next century will change all of our
current speculations about the next 100
years."
Andy Kataoka, President, Denso
International America

Interesting? Circle 17
Not interseting? Circle 18
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